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Abstract: Analysis of the relationship between science and political ideology during the Cold War 
period rises many important questions regarding the history and philosophy of science: How 
different ideologies understand the role of science in the society? Is every political ideology a 
potential enemy of scientific principles? Is autonomous science possible? In which ideological 
system science can achieve its full potentials? 

Aim of this presentation is to try to shed additional light on the dynamics of this relationship, 
focusing on two opposite visions of science: partisanship in science and autonomy of science, and 
its interaction with socio-economic system of Federal People's Republic Yugoslavia. 

The changes that occurred in the FPR Yugoslavia after its break with the Soviet Union in 1948 had 
also impacted the field of science. Until then, in accordance with Marxist-Leninist ideological 
positions, partisanship in science was dominant epistemological paradigm in Yugoslav scientific 
community. That meant that the science was also perceived as a field of ideological struggle, and 
that scientists were expected to clearly position themselves on the side of "the people" in their 
activities.  

After the break with the USSR, the ideology of Marxism-Leninism in Yugoslavia gave way to the 
Self-managed socialism. Such tendencies represent the Yugoslav ideological departure from the 
ideas of Marxism-Leninism and, on a practical level, orientation towards the scientific 
cooperation with the countries of the Western Bloc. In this way, the scientific discourse in 
Yugoslavia, though it remained permeated with Marxist elements, which cohabited with "new" 
essentially anti-Leninist theses (such as the idea of the independence of scientific work), gave 
way to a specific philosophical perspective that implied the autonomy of science.   

  

 

 

 

 

 


